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Welcome to God’s House 
 
How many Christians have you witnessed all the evil all around you and shared the 

question of the servants in the Gospel today: “Didn’t you sow good seed?” And when 

we think it would be good to go out and get rid of all the weeds among the wheat in the 

world, God says “No.”  He tells this parable so we can appreciate the fact that on this 

side of heaven, there will always be tension between wheat and weeds, and that God 

simply wants us to live for Christ in an anti-Christian world.  

 
 

EVENING PRAYER - VESPERS 
 
“Evening Prayer” is based on the historic service called “Vespers.” Christians gather 

at the end of the day to raise their voices in thankful praise and prayer.  

 
 
Please stand 

 
 
M: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C: and the day is almost over. 
 
M: Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

C: and hear our evening hymn of praise… 
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Prayer 
 
M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with 

us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep 

our faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through 

the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Let My Prayer Rise Before You as Incense             Psalm 141 
 

 



 
 
 
M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need 

that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Psalm 18                  
 
M: The LORD is my rock, my fortress and by deliverer; 

C: my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 
 
M: He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

C: he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 
 
M: He brought me out into a spacious place; 

 he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
 
M: You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; 

 my God turns my darkness into light. 
 
M: You save the humble 

 but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 
 
M: You give me your shield of victory, 

C: and your right hand sustains me. 

 

 
 
 
Prayer 
 
M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your Word.  



Cleanse our minds and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and 

hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Reading               Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
  
24 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 

good seed in his field. 
25 

But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
26 

When the wheat sprouted and formed 

heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your 

field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 

“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 

“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 

wheat with them. 
30 

Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the 

harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 

wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
36 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38 

The field is 

the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the 

people of the evil one, 
39 

and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the 

end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 

age. 
41 

The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 

everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
42 

They will throw them into the blazing 

furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 

Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 
C: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations 

what he has done. 

 
 
Hymn         Come, You Thankful People, Come   CW #613 
           
Come, you thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 



All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin. 

God our maker shall provide for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 
 
All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; 

Wheat and weeds together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home, 

From his field shall in that day all offenses purge away, 

Give his angels charge at last in the fire the weeds to cast, 

But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore. 

 
 
Sermon                                    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

                            
 
Offering               the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 
 
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the 

world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O 

Lord: 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of 

life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, 

learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 



M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of 

body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, 

we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good 

news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you 

thanks, O Lord: 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend 

ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, Lord Jesus, as we pray in your 

name and as you taught… 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer for Peace  
 
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our 

enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus 

Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 



Song of Simeon 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Blessing 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn           Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray   CW #472:1, 4       
 
Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; from your sleep awaken! 

Be not by the evil day unawares o’ertaken. 

For the foe, well we know, 

Is a harvest reaping while the saints are sleeping. 
 
But while watching also pray to the Lord unceasing. 

God protects you day by day, strength and faith increasing, 



So that still mind and will 

Shall unite to serve him and forever love him. 

 

 

 

            
 

This Week at Zion 
 

 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship  
 
 Mon:   7:00 p.m.      KML General Board meeting 
 
 Wed:   6:30 p.m.      Planning Your Future Workshop at KML 
 
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.      Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 Sun:    7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 
         
 
In Our Prayers   Roy Gruenewald, in hospice care at his home; Jayne Griepentrog in 

hospice care in Oconomowoc; Herbie Justman, undergoing rehab at the Samaritan 

Home; Marilyn Filber, at Cedar Lake Home. 
 
Call Received   Pastor Bode is still considering a call to serve First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Lake Geneva, WI. Please keep him and the family in your prayers.  
 
The altar flowers  are placed to God’s glory by Bob and Kim Weindorf on the 

occasion of their anniversary as well as by Kim Resch on the occasion of her father 

David’s birthday.  
 
Flower Signup   There are a number of open spots still this summer if you’d like to 



sponsor one of the altar flower settings. Sign up on the flower chart in the entryway.  
 
We thank   Mrs. Judy Lemke for serving as our organist this evening. Mrs. Lemke is 

retired and living in West Bend with her husband.   
 
Please pick up the church calendars and the new Forward in Christ magazines for 

August. You’ll find them on the table near the kitchen. Please be sure to check your 

church mailboxes for  your semi-annual contribution statements. If you have any 

questions concerning your statement, please contact Gene Salzman at 262-323-1990.  
 
Last but not least, please check your mailboxes for a blue colored cover letter and 

membership update sheet. There are a still a number of members who haven’t filled 

them out.  
 
Planning Your Future Workshop at KML   Kettle Moraine Lutheran is hosting a  

Planning Your Future workshop scheduled this Wednesday, August 5
th
 at 6:30 p.m. 

This free, hands-on workshop is designed for those who are ready to create their will 

and other documents. Paul Snamiska, our KML Federation Estate Planning Counselor, 

will guide participants through the process in a simple and practical way. Seating is 

limited for this workshop so register early. REGISTER for one or both of these events 

at www.foundation.kmlhs.org/events OR contact Paul (262-250-9114; 

paul.snamiska@kmlhs.org).   
 
9

th
 Annual Kettle Klomp 5K Run / Walk   The race and walk will take place 

at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School on the cross country course. The course winds 

through the paths of KML’s beautiful outdoor environmental classroom.  This is the 

same course used for high school and grade school cross country meets. Area runners 

and walkers of all ages, Federation members, KML alumni, parents, and students, area 

high school and grade school cross country runners are invit 

ed to participate. 
 
Pre-registered participants are eligible for one of the following gift cards: 
 

 Coffeeville in Jackson 

 Dairy Queen in Jackson/Kewaskum 

 Kwik Trip 

 Burghardt Sporting Goods 
 
Register online at www.kmlhs.org/klomp by Friday, August 14. All participants on 

Klomp Day, Saturday, August 15, will also be eligible for additional gift certificates. 
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